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TO THE REPUBLICANS OF THE ISLAND OF 
GREAT BRITAIN. 





Dorchester Gaol, June 23, 

CITIZENS, Year 3, of the Spanish Revolution. 

ArreR a long wavering upon the question of peace or war 
between the Russian and the Turk, we are now told that 
there will be no war. We must not heed this conclusion for 
a twelvemonth to come, as the tricks of Courts and Courtiers 
are incessant. We must look at the question thus: All 
Kings are ambitious and ever desirous of extending their 
powers and extent of territory. This they prefer'doing by 
conquest ; and by what, among aristocratical brutes, is called 
military glory. The Emperor of the Russians has a very 
extensive territory already, but it is not the best aud most 
pleasant in the world; and just beyond the bounds of bis 
are situated some of the most delightful parts of the globe; 
which circumstance alone will attract him beyond his pre- 
sent sphere, when an opportunity offers, that has the least 
chance of success connected with it. This opportunity now 
offers, for whilst Turkey has more than a match with the 
Greeks on one side and the Persians on the other, she will 
become an easy prey to the hordes that may be poured forth 
from Russia; hordes that may be viewed as the Huns, the 
Goths, aud the Vandals of former times, and unless checked 
by the progress of Repubiicanism, these bid fair to overrun 
Europe as those then did. 

But there are other checks to the ambition of Russia. A 
great majority of the inhabitants of the south of Europe are 
Republicans and desirous of throwing down both Kingcraft 
and Priestcraft to establish pure Elective and Representative 
ade of Government. The despots of Austria, Prussia, 

rance and Fngland are fully aware of this circumstance ; 
and tremblingly alive to every thing likely to draw them 
into war, either as auxiliaries or as oppouents of Russia. 
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They therefore counsel pacific measures between Russia aad 
Turkey, and threaten Russia with the consequences of a war 
tending to accelerate the growth of Republicanism. This is 
all very natural, and but for this circumstance the flag of 
Russia would have been flying upon the turrets of Constan- 
tinople before this time. The question of peace or war does 
not rest with the disposition of the Turk, but is a question 
altogether to be decided between the ambition and the fears 
of the Emperor of Russia, or perhaps of the whole of the 
despots who form the Holy Alliance. This is the light in 
which I have invariably looked at the question, and all other 
grounds of probability as to peace or war have appeared to 
me as trifles and unworthy of notice. If intelligence or good 
information could be got into the Divan of Constantinople 
the most formidable preparation it could make for war 
would be, to make allies of the Republicans of the south of 
Europe, and to furnish them with every means possible to 
shake off the despotisms which oppress them. ‘These Re- 
publicans are the only security for the existence of the Otto- 
man Empire, for even another seven years. 

Let me not be considered as the advocate of the despotism 
of Turkey: I am far from it, and view the thing, in-these 
observations, only as the best means to procure our end. | 
would wish to see one despot well played off against the 
other, until the time came to abolish the whole, and that this 
time is fast approaching [ can console myself with the assu- 
rance. 

A crisis appears to be drawing near between France and 
Spain. Hostile movements are beginning to take place, and 
the question to be decided will be, whether both countries 
shall spew out the Bourbons, or again be reduced to absolute 
monarchy under that hateful dynasty? This may provea 
War, or a question almost, or equally as important as a wat 
between Russia and Turkey. The sanitary cordon on the 
French side of the Pyrennees may by some electric movement 
become a sanitary cordon on the French side of the Alps oF 
the Rhine, against the aggressions of the despots of Russia, 
saat i and Prussia, should some little friction of the ele- 
ments occur both in France and Spain. In the latter coun- 
My the whole order of priests and nobles, countenanced by 
that coutemptible blood-thirsty despot, Ferdinand, are mak- 
ing an effort to put down the existing Constitution, and to 
restore the Inquisition to its former power. That curse of 
mankind, Religion, is invoked with all the d ir and fer- 
vency of fangticien, t ith all the despair an 

» to rouse the ignorant peasantry to arms 
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against the only system that can proteet and prosper them. 
Iusurrections and fightings have actually begun, Priests are 
at the head of these insurgents, and it may be now seen in 
the case of Spain that nothing but the abolition of that craft 
ean secure the peace of any country. Itis really a miracle 
that they have not done more than has been done towards 
the subversion of the Constitution, considering the former 
state of Spain: the multitude of Priests and the blind devo- 
tion paid to them by the mass of the people. 

Citizens, it makes no part of my business to notice every 
passing trifle, | may, by and by, when the present session 
of Parliament is over, ofier you some observations on what 
it has done, and infer from that what it is likely to do; but 
ofall that is passing in Europe, the British Parliament is 
the least interesting to Britons. It has no relation to our 
interests further than to injure us: good is out of the ques- 
tion as coming from that quarter. ‘This representation of 
the Priests and Aristocracy of Britain and lreland has ever 
been and ever will be true to those whom it represents, but 
in no degree does it represent the industrious, the property- 
producing portion of the people. No man that could go 
into the House of Commons in its present state, could do any 
further good, than by interrupting the usual proceedings, 
and by making it the medium of useful public discussion. 
As to inpeachments of ministers, or as to bringing this, that, 
or the other person to justice, whilst the minister in power 
can count his votes as at present, it is all fudge and delu- 
Sion, to talk abont or even to hint such a thing: it is alla 
braggadocio.. The widest mouth would soon find a suitable 
Sop in that house. There are other ways of corrupting 
members there, besides giving them money for their votes, 
or pensions in reversion. A really honest and sound prin- 
ciple man would be quite careless about entering such an 
assembly: and if sent there would go reluctantly. Beware 
of the man, whose ambition seems centered in that house, he 
can be no Republican or Radical Reformer, who does not 
look beyond that house for a Reform in the system of go- 
Yeroment. No Reform will ever emanate from the votes 
ofthat house. The principle of the thing would be, like a 
man or body of men voting their own ‘annibilation. At- 
lempts to reform the criiminal code, and to restore Catho- 

¢ Peers to their seats, two circumstances that could in no 
Wise affect the present men and present measures of the Go- 
vernment, cannot be. carried through the: House of Lords! 
then is to. be expected of a measure that would! soon~ 
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prove the impracticability of that House existing with any 
thing like representation of the people in the House of Con- 
mons? These are all things to be considered before we 
waste an atom of our strength in endeavouring to send 
members to the House of Commons. Great things were 
expected to be done by Mr. Hobhouse, it was currently re- 
ported that he was at heart a real Republican and Materi- 
alist, and would act up to those principles. We were told 
that Canning would stand dumb before him: in short, it 
was given out that though he would not publish a compre- 
hensible political creed as a pledge of proceeding upon it, he 
would soon show the effect of his ability and temper upon 
that corrupt House of Commons. So great were the pro- 
mises and expectations, that the names of Chatham, Wilkes, 
Pitt, Fox, Burke, Burdett and Canning were to be mere 
empty sounds and ideas after Hobhouse had made bis ap- 
pearance in the theatre of St. Stephen’s. First we had a 
promise that the Jews were to be emancipated from the 
direful and bigotted acts of parliament by which they were 
sutrounded. ‘The impeachment of ministers was so cur- 
rently reported and expected, as to become common table 
talk. The Judges of the Court of King’s Bench were 
threatened with annihilation as if by a stroke of electric fluid 
by his “ substantial motions:” the Alien Bill was to be met 
with all his giant powers; the house and window tax was to 
be puffed out of existence by his eloquence, and a variety of 
other wonderful things were to be done by Mr. Hobhouse 
if other honourable members of more weight did not iuter- 
fere to release him from such arduous duties, such wounder- 
ful performances. But, alas! the poor Jews are left in 
their shackles and quite content to be able to mancipate the 
Landlords with debt and mortgage, whilst Mr. Hobhouse 
bids fair rather to sue their mercy than to become their 
champion against Christian Oppression and slavery. ‘The 
ministers are not impeached, though Sir Francis Burdett 
has at length, by looking about the purlieus of Oxford and 
Cambridge, found an Esquire to his mind apd purpose. 
The Judges of the Court of King’s Bench still corruptly vi- 
olate the laws, and Mr. Hobhouse, though requested, after 
threatening them in the House and through the papers, dares 
not present a petition against them, because it would 
necessarily lead to further measures, in which he would 
~—erey ae fo take a part. 

e Alien Bill has been twice read, and the Papers do 
not represent that Mr. Hobhouse has opened his fs fur- 
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ther than to vote upon it! and the motion about the repeal 
of House and Window Tax is put off from day to day, 
with a hope that Castlereagh will be kind enough to release 
the promising youth by proroguing the Parliament. This 
isa promising youth, indeed, but not a performing youth. 
Castlereagh seemed to dare him with sarcasm and ridicule 
upon the subject of the Alien Bill, and the brilliant promis- 
ing youth seems to have been extinguished, or chop-fallen, 
or to glimmer but faintly. Just let the Electors of West- 
minster, or the whole people of England calculate the 
money that was spent, the pains and anxieties that were 
felt, the troubles that were occasioned in Westminster to 
elect this promising youth, in opposition to Mr. Lamb, and 
then let those Electors, and that people say, whether they 
would have lost any thing if both their seats had been filled 
by two of Castlereagh’s suckling statesmen, and whether 
they would not have been gainers in pocket and content of 
mind. 

I select this case from among the present members of the 
House of Commons to shew the utter inutility of spending 
a shilling, or of wasting an hour of time to send a member 
into such an assembly. If it can be done without expence 
and loss of time, and as a matter of amusement, it is all 
very well but it is not a point upon which good principle 
can act with any good effect. When I see a man elected a 
member of that assembly without any solicitation or inter- 
ference on his own part, or on the part of any persons but 
the Electors themselves, then I may expect that he goes 
there with good intentions; but whilst I know that to be- 
come a member of that House, is the common aim of the 
corrupt aristocracy of this country; whilst I know, that it 
is the aim of many to get into that House for the sole pur- 
pose of defrauding their creditors of just debts, I shall ever 
be suspicious of the motives of the man, whatever be his 
name, who is clamorous for a seat in that assembly; and 
Who endeavours to worm himself there by dint of popular- 
ity, or popular clamour and popular pence. I[ make this 
part of my address to those Republicans who subscribe to 
that bug-bear called “‘ The Great Northern Radical Union,” 
if there be such, and I really wish to undeceive them as to 
the object and effect of that union as early as possible. I 

0 not entertain an idea that ever that Union of Pence will 
put one member into the House of Commons that may not 
get there without it. If it dves I will confess a bad judg- 
ment in this case, and on this one point. That union is as 
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much a cheat and delusion as any fabric of priestcraft in 
this or any other country, and | am and will be the enemy 
of delusion wherever I find it, and by whatever names it 
may be supported. The political leaders of this countr 

shail proceed upon some better principle than hitherto, or 
cease to lead. The industrious part of the people only want 
the best principles to be exhibited to their view to receive a 
stimulus to embrace them. All talk about “ mushroom 
politicians,” or “ long political careers” will avail nothing; 
we say to our opponents, discuss our principles or defend 
your own; it matters not whether they are of yesterday’s 
growth, or as old as our Anglo-Saxon ancestors. Sound 
principles are not things to rise and fail like clamour and 


delusion, whether of yesterday’s birth, or a thousand years 10 
old, they are the same, and when once brought to view and and 
to practice, like truth they become imperishable. If any is ¢ 
man expects to keep a bandage upon the eyes of the imulti- no 
tude in the present day, and to build upon that rotten foun- sit 
dation, he will deceive himself and fall, whatever be his th 
name. He may splutter and kick, he may lie and swear, tre 


he may intrigue and cajole, but all will not'do; he will but 

sink deeper into the mire of just neglect and disappoint- . 

ment, nis wounded vavity will but make him the object of P 

ridicule or pity, in the same degree as he displays it. 
Republicans, stand firm against all assaults, but those of b 

better principles: let nothing move you but principles. | . 

perceive the Mammoth of Delusion is shaking himself with 

anger, and claiming attention and respect on account of bis | 

size and age, Jugernaut, among the Hindoos, can put in | 

the same argument for respect to himself: but such an ar- 

gument will weigh nothing with the man who follows prin- 

ciples and not names. Where honesty and sound principle 

are ln question there is no talisman in names, and the men 

noe eee to rise, upon such a ground must be put down. 

ial ni e of England are no longer that leviathan, that 

Fe na mo » Which they have heen painted in the novels 
Smotiett; and they. will no longer suffer a map with no- 


thing but a name to ride de 
to the se 
upon their backs. he seat of power and ambition 


R. CARLILE. 
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HYPATIA. 





[ PROMISED in a former Number to relate the circumstances 
attending the barbarous murder of this Female Philosopher, 
by some of those savages called Christians; aud, as [ have 
read the account in various books, Iam disposed to quote 
from some one of them rather than write a narrative myself, 
that no doubt may go forth about the truth of the matter. 
[ have read an account of the matter in the “ Ecclesiastical 
History,” of Socrates Scholasticus; in “‘ A Memoir of the 
Lady,” by Toland, an English writer of the last century ; 
in Gibbon’s * Decline‘and Fall of the Roman Empire,” 
and lately, in “‘ The Oxford Encyclopedia,” the latter work 
is the only one except Gibbon’s for the purpose that I have 
now by me, and when I say that it issues from the Univer- 
sity, my readers will be assured there is nothing coloured to 
the prejudice of Christianity. The following article is ex- 
tracted from this work :— 

“ Hypatia, a lady of antiquity, celebrated for learning 
and beauty; she was the daughter of Theon, a celebrated 
Philosopher and Mathematician, and was born at Alexandria 
about the end of the fourth century. Her father encouraged 
by her extraordinary genius, bestowed much pains on her 
education. She made rapid progress in philosophy, geome- 
try, astronomy, and the mathematics, and was considered 
the most learned person of her time. She was at length 
thought worthy to succeed her father in the goverment of 
theschool of Alexandria. Here she explained to her hearers 
the several branches of philosophy, and her scholars were 
as eminent as they were numerous; one of them was the 
eelebrated Synesius, afterwards bishop of Ptolemais. Hypa- 
lia, admired for her virtue and learning, was caressed by 
the public, yet maintained an unspotted character. She 
Was esteemed an oracle for her wisdom, and was consulted 
by the magistrates in all important cases. While she thus 
reigned the ornament'of Alexandria, Orestes was governor 
of the same place for the Emperor Theodosius, and Cyril 
was bishop or patriarch. Orestes having had a liberal edu- 
cation, could not but admire Hypatia, and, as a wise gover- 
nor, frequently consulted her; but his partiality proved fa- 
fal to her. Cyril felt indignant that his rival should have it 
rm his power to be benefited by her advice: on this account 
she was calumniated by the Bishop’s friends among tha 
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monks and Christian populace, till at length she fell a sa. 
crifice to their malignity. Hypatia was murdered in the 
year 415, under the reign of ‘Theodosius II. by the consent 
and wishes, if not by the direct instigation of Cyril, a bisbop 
of what was falsely called Christianity,” ‘Thus far the 
Oxford Encyclopedia. 

Mr. Gibbon has more particulars, but states them in an 
eyually concise manner. In noticing the dispute which 
existed between Orestes and Cyril. Herepresents this lady 
as a sacrifice to the bigotted tyranny and envy of the latter, 
in the following words: “ Hypatia, the daughter of Theon 
the mathematician, was initiated in her father’s studies; her 
learned comments have elucidated the geometry of Apol- 
lonius and Dicphantus, and she publicly taught, both at 
Athens and Alexandria, the philosophy of Plato and Aristo- 
tle. Inthe bloom of beauty, and in the maturity of wisdon, 
the modest maid refused her lovers and instructed her disci- 
ples; the persons most illustrious for their rank or merit 
were impatient to visit the female philosopher; and Cyril 
beheld, with a jealous eye, the gorgeous train of horses and 
slaves who crowded the door of her academy. <A rumour 
was spread among the Christians that the daughter of 
Theon was the only obstacle to the reconciliation of the 
prefect and the archbishop; and that obstacle was speedily 
removed. Ou a fatal day, in the holy season of Lent, Hy- 
pauia was torn from her chariot, stripped naked, dragged to 
the church, and inhumanly butchered by the hands of Peter 
the reader, and a troop of savage and merciless fanatics: 
her flesh was scraped from her bones with sharp oyster 
shells, and her quivering limbs were,delivered to the flames. 
The just progress of inquiry and punishment was stopped by 
seasonable gifts; but the murder of Hypatia has imprinted 
an indelible stain on the character and religion of Cyril 
of Alexandria.” Thus far Gibbon: 

Hypatia, though not the first victim by many thousands, 
to the bloody savageness and ferocity which the Christians 
assumed as soon as the balance of power turned into their 
hands, yet, as far as I know, she was the first Philosopher 
who fell a victim to that sourcé and restorer of ignorance, 
and something darker than the darkest darkness of the pa- 
gan mythology, the Christian religion. Cyril, the Saint, 
Pa jealous of her knowledge and her fame, and if the 

tener e i who became, the victim of the antiphiloso- 
P risians, there is something more to be lamented 
¢han her death, for, from this time, the black clouds of 
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Christianity and ignorance had increased so as to eclipse, 
for centuries after, every scintillation of genius and expand- 
ing knowledge that had been emitted from the justly famed 
academies of Greece. 

A friend of mine in London, desirous of reviving the 
name and history of Hypatia, and of exhibiting Christianity 
in its real colours, has suggested the propriety of my giving 
her name to a daughter of mine, that might be born under 
the actual persecution of the still savager Christians; as a 
matter of strict relation and coincidence as to circumstances, 
and with a hope that, as, in the person of Hypatia, Philo- 
sophy and Virtue were for the first time sacrificed on the altar 
of Christianity, so, in the persons of the family of her name- 
sake, philosophy and virtue, may be found to triumph over, 
and to put down, the fabulous and ridiculous stories, and 
the corrupt and idolatrous power of Christianity. 

This then is the reason for giving to my Gaol-born infant 
the name of Hypatia; and that she may imitate her whose 
name is borrowed, in all but the end, is the sincere wish and 
hope of her father. 

R. CARLILE. 





TO MR, R. CARLILE, DORCHESTER GAOL, 





My pear Sir, -Middlesex Street, Somers Town, June 9, 1822. 
[Have for some time felt a strong desire to address you, but a 
variety of professional and domestic avocations have hitherto pre- 
vented me from taking up my pen—even now, I write under every 
disadvantage, subjected to continual interruptions, and those not of 
the most pleasant nature. Accident has thrown in my way your 
Republican of March the 3d, in which you say, you are not 
aware that youare supported in your views of political reform by 
any one public writer in the Country. | I hasten to undeceive you on 
this point, and to put in my humble claim of forming at least a soli- 
lary exception to the truth of this remark. From the early days of 
—— when my heart glowed with enthusiasm at a recital of the 
: ane deeds ofa Leonidas, a Hannibal and a Washington; when I 
sade sublime orations of Demosthenes and Cicero, and called to 
wh € virtuous energies of a Brutus, a Cato, and an Aristides, I 
iol attachment to Republics and Republican principles, which 
MA: pi and the corruptions of modern goverments by no means 
et © weaken or destroy. What then was mere youthful predi- 
ds 18 now deliberate conviction, and will, { doubt not, continue so 
iect ap of my days, In public and in private whenever the sub- 
een discussed, I have uniformly avowed the same opinion 
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perhaps, you will recollect, or if you do not, some of your reader 
may, that, during the first Westminster election, I declared from the 
Hustings at Covent Garden, my attachment to Republican prince. 
ples. | was relating the fact of Lucius Junius Brutus, counterfeit. 
ing idiotecy, to elude the tyranny of Tarquin, and Iny words were, 
nearly, as follows; I quote Gentlemen, from a Republic, for I love 
Republican Institutions, and. | cousider the democratic or Republi. 
can branch as the most valuable, perhaps the only valuabie part of 
the British Constitution”, Now, Sir, | flatter myself 1 have shewn 
you that you are not quite singular in your Republican notions, and 
that there is one individual who does not confine himself to a “ timid 
support” or a “silent acknowledgement’’ of the truth of your doc 
trines, perhaps it is unnecessary to pursue the question further, 
seeing that we have not, at present, any opponents to encounter. 
My conviction is, and I fearlessly avow it, that a Republic is not 
only. the best, but, that itis the most perfect form of Goverment, all 
others being usurpatious on the natural right of mankind and fou. 
ded on fraud, folly, and injustice, I quite agree with you in the 
childishness and stopidity, after all that we have witnessed and en- 
dured of meanly presenting petitions to a body, whom we profess to 
hold in utter contempt, and wasting our hard earned money and va- 
luable time in sendiug members, where, if they be honest, their ex- 
ertions are rendered worse than useless, and where unless they sink 
into absolute insignificance, they must necessarily become as ser- 
vile and corrupt as the rest of their honowrable associates and friends. 
From that fatal day when the sword was drawn and war declared 
against the people of England, by the bloody and unavenged massa- 
cre of the defenceless men, women and children of Manchester, | 
was one of those, who made up their mind that all further praying 
and petitioning ought to be at an end, that the time for Reform was 
past and the hour of Revolution come. Whether the majority of 
the nation be of this opinion, 1 do not presume to decide! it 1s 4 
question which their own good sense and courage must determine for 
themselves. 

As one of that British public whom you‘have fortified by your i"- 
trepid example, and enlightened by your patriotic exertions, I sub- 
scribe wyself with sympathy and esteem, : 

Yours, sincerely, 
JOHN GALE JONES. 
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TO MR, R. CARLILE. 








Str, : June 3; 1822. 
Yoo will herewith receive five quires of folio. post, and a pamphlet 
entitled * Protestants again Warned,” it is evident the writer Is 4 


bigot in religion, and. his argument naturally is in support of the 


cause that keeps him fat. 
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sincerely hope the time is not far distant, though I fear too far, 


when the men of science and learning will teach the less learned the 


- nly true history of nature and her laws, and bring mankind to a 


jue conviction and firm belief in nothing less than the true system 
of Materialism. It will free the mind from the chains of priestcrait, 
superstition, and bigotry, and prompt them to seek after science and 
ruth, which their present opinions inform them are wicked to search 
‘to; it will then become unnecessary to point out the superstitions 


* of the Catholics, and just as Useless to make pleas in favour and sup- 


ort of the Protestant professors, as one will appear as ridiculous as 


Yours, most respectfully, 
A CONFIRMED MATERIALIST. 





' R. CARLILE returns thanks for the five quires of very excel- 


lent folio post paper, and begs to observe that the Protestant 
priest has drawn a very correct portrait of the Catholic reli- 
zion, bat does not seem to be aware that the Materialist 
ean draw a similar portrait of the Protestant religion, and 
truly describe it as ‘‘ a religion which shunned examination, 
and forbade it; and which therefore, aimed to be conspi- 
cuous only from the darkness in which it was enveloped.” 
What has Protestantism done in Ireland? The miseries 
inposed upon the Catholic population, since the expulsion 
of the Stuarts, is more than an ample retaliation for all the 
lormer Protestant massacres. One of the very best remedies 
that could be offered to Ireland, at this moment, next to 
food, would be, to put the entire works of Thomas Paine 
into every family. Such an act would be the height of hu- 
manity, and. is really worthy of a national subscription to 
effect it. Report says, that Castlereagh was once actually 
engaged in circulating the “ Age of Reason” in Ireland, as a 
cordial for the passions of bigotry. Take off all restrictions 
from all sects, and let the ** Age of Reason” and “* Myra- 
baud’s System of Nature” have a free and encouraged circu- 
lation, then Catholic will have no occasion to dread the Pro- 
‘slant, nor the Protestant to fear massacre from the Catho- 
7 The passions of both would be moulded into those of 
: man, and all strife about the brutalizing bugbear called 
ink would cease. To study the laws of nature, instead 
— different systems of religion, is the only path to peace 
“eee the only basis whereon to found the happi- 
S'S Of the human mind. The Anti-Catholic Chancellor 
een says, his religion is safe. He holds it upon the same 

re as his place, when he resigus the one (if he ever does 
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resign) he ma resign the other. His system 

vot safe, it }s “ouiopiethly undermined: the ra apses. 
the match will be soon applied. It is now very unas 
that the distinction both of Catholic and Ttietanil caren 
be heard seven years hence. ‘The principles of Deis » 
Materialism are undermining the Christian hated ? 
very rapid manner throughout Europe. Superstition ste 
nounced even in Spain, and the banishment of Priests plai 
hinted by the legislature. The Chancellor’s eee iy 
stable as his conscience, as safe as is bags, and as lastin : 
his place. Religion and its stability, and the guilt of te 
Queen, seem to have been the only subjects about which bk 
never doubted. The trial of Humphrey Boyle, and he 
turning the ladies and boys out of the Court whilst he 
Bible was reading, has disgusted thousands with regard to 
the holy book, and the most orthodox and most pious 
begin to blush at hearing it mentioned. A few sitll 
sg ii hoe put down the Home Bible Society, anda 
ne on arpa shall speedily occur, if it be agreeable 














PROCEEDINGS OF A PUBLIC MEETING HELD AT 
MANCHESTER. 


t } . 
PURSUANT TO THE FOLLOWING ADVERTISEMENT. 





“Tue Friends ' ; 

Public ome ee are respectfully invited to attend 2 

neve seston. abate ag are aad Laer anny wo 

Street, for the pur ‘se of = 46. Back Mill Street, top of Great Ancoats 

assisting that aint ee od - king into consideration, the best method of 

himself from the fi vg Friend to Liberty, Mr. Richard Carlile, to free 
angs of oppression.— Manchester, May 20, 1822. 


_ Mr. Joseph Johnson having 2 
ing Letter from him web lebadl ig ~ey take the Chair, the follow 


GENTLEMEN 
prog bane AM 1520) dl Shude Hill, Thursday Morning, May 30, 1822. 
kindly invited me ; but so ‘onour to preside at your meeting, to which you 9 
prevents it. » tee hen private business, of a nature not to be left undone, 
fur the confidence you iy a gh myself with little more than thanking 
> never, through any fault of pesdngpe to assure you that your good opinion 
t is not a common thi » give you cause of . 
n tl ao ° i Tregre t. 
a latge number of intelligent a me which gives great adie for satisfaction, that 
celebrate and to atnenate tl itizens, of unimpeachable integrity, should meet 10 
institutions of Tyranny ; and tt aa of Public Liberty, over the blood-cemente 
* 5 J e ¥ 
bours are wallowing in Amyrtiett ime too, when a great mass of their neighi- 
attached to the dull and stupi ched enjoyments, provided to keep their se" 
stupid round of sensuality and debasement 
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- possessurs of this commodity, have alone the power to do this. 
the poor to accomplish this object think you? A plain man would say, by doing 
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-. still nore pleasing to know that cant terms and unmeaning phrases form 

It is ” our political system, no caviiling about words, no worshipping of 
hari | Republicanism, erected on the immutable basis of the Rights of 
—_" ye beautiful and philanthropic system of your worship; where the 
ee x of Freedom, extending her arms to all, invites all to partake of the riches 
ie glory and the happiness of her dominion. In this state of society man 
in cect, conscious of the dignity which belongs to him. Having no inferiors, 
: = rrogant to none ¢ and base submission to any thing, but the laws, he knows 
e ; ‘ac of, Inthe enjoyment of the fruits of his talents, either from intellect or 
sheet, he fale himself independent ; and in the happiness of those around him, 
; ; is pleasure. 
appt ten frre. be doubted, but civil institutions, may be more capable of 
securing to man, all the advantages resulting from such a state of society as above 
specified, and as I am not a disciple of Parson Malthus, 1 think they are not as 
« feathers floating on the surface,’’ compared with the “* greater evils” of continu- 
ing our species. I have no doubt that were it possible for the human inhabitants 
of this globe to increase their number ten or twenty fold (which I believe not to 
be possible) that the earth would yield a progressive increase of food adequate to 
their wants, and I therefore should not fear civil institutions being as they ought 
to be, the dying of a thousand millions of people for want of food. 

You have no doubt heard a great deal of this Parson Malthus and his boek, but 
all of you may, not have seen it. A few extracts from it I would have given you, 
bad Thad time, not so much for your instruction as amusement. One of his spe- 
cifics, for the relief of the poor, I will however mention, and with it you may 
judge of the rest. ‘‘ If we be really serious,” says he, ‘‘ in permanently better- 
ing the condition of the poor, we must explain to them the true nature of their 
situation, and show them, that the withholding of the supplies of labour is the 
only possible way of really raising its price ; and that they themselves, being the 
And how are 


less work ; but Parson Malthus. says, by begetting fewer children. You must, ac- 
cording to Mr. Malthus’ theory, to raise the price of labour, breed fewer labour- 
ers. But away with such nonsense, man was born to the full enjoyment of hap- 
piness, and civil institutions have robbed him of his birthright. You are, through 
your generous exertions, endeavouring to obtain them back for him, and if the 
righteousness of a cause can make it prosper, yours will; proceed then, Fellow 
Citizens, firmly and calmly ; thé steady march of Truth is clearing the rubbish of 


Despotism fast away, and time, I have no doubt, will make your triumph easy 


and certain, 
I understand one of your objects at your meeting will be, to raise a subscription 


» for Mr. Carlile. I think this is very proper. However Mr. Carlile and I may 


differ in our religious opinions, I have the greatest confidence in his honour; and 
rom the manner in which his prosecutions have originated, and the great suffer 
ings he and his family have endured, I most sincerely hope your endeavours may 
be crowned with success. Men whvu have increased in might, with the increased 
attempts to crush them, should not be left to neglect and ruin. 

With every wish for your happiness, I remain, Gentlemen, most sincerely your 


friend, 
JOSEPH JOHNSON. 

P.8. Ihave been asked, whether that part of a letter which appeared in the 
Sith Number of Mr. Hant’s Memoirs, written by a person of the name of ‘Wilde, 
ind addressed to Mr, Carlile, and which letter related a story of Mr. Hunt 
paying his expences *‘ down to his servants board wages and more” be'true? I 
wet, Nota word of it. This same Wilde, however, did get £1. of me at 
Peri Castle, when on his way to Ilchester, which .¢1. he has never yet had 

Onesty to return me. 


an Wheeler was then unanimously called to the Chair, and addressed 
eeting, assuring them though he was not prepared for such an honour, 
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yet he was ever willing to take any office, as far as his humble abilitie 
enabled him to forward the great cause of Liberty. 

Mr. Harper, after a few prefatory remarks, urging the necessity of firm 
supporting the brave Carlile, shewing the great benefit that had been de 
rived from the many spirited and very valuable publications he had jssye 
to the world; the grand stand he had made against the Whole host of ty. 
ranny and corruption ; the increasing numbers who daily join his standard: 
the possibility ot his living to be rewarded for all his toils and troubles iy 
the field of danger ; his sufferings ina loathsome dungeon, where he stan 
as “great in his humility, as Kings are little in their grandeur; in ty 
hope that Mr. Carlile would speedily have the satisfaction of triumphip; 
over all his enemies, and beholding the establishment of all his principle, 
he begged leave to propose the first Resolution. 

Mr. E. Ridings here produced a letter which had been received fry 
the Republicans of Leeds, and begged the attention of the company while 
he did himself the honour to read it. 


“ To the Chairman of the Republicans of Manchester in Public Meeting assembled. 


“ Esteemen Fettow-Citizen, ‘© Leeds, May 29, 1822, 
“ Nornine but the most urvent necessity should have prevented us from attending 
your request, though we should not have interfered in the business of the Meet- 
ing, considering it much preferable for each place to transact its own busines, 
that the tools of Corruption may see there is sufficient talent amongst the Repub. 
licans of this kingdom to effect every purpose for which we unite, and to wrest 
the clamour about itinerant orators out of the mouths of those wl. construe 
every honest action to a criminal purpose. These are our views, and we should 
recommend them to the consideration of the Republicans at large. 

** We congratulate you on this your first attempt at drawing together the pru- 
cipled advocates of the Rights of Man in opposition to the united force of fan- 
tical Despots, in defiance to that horde of pretenders who have too long deluded 
our oppressed Citizens with a false and artificial shew of Liberty; those, who 
like the rest of the venal tribe, have too long subjected the people to hasty views 
and self-amelioration. Yours, Citizens, is a different object ; you not only point 
out the necessity of a reform of abuses, but hold to their view a System of Go- 
vernment which shall be to them a barrier for the future. 

“ Your plan of ameliorating the condition of the distressed is not clouded 
with those false and useless trappings which have too long been practised upon 
the people. No; it is founded upon Justice and the natural Rights of Man; it 
suffers the veto of no hereditary despot or despots to reverse those statutes which 
the people have enacted. The sovereign voice of the people is the only pow! 
to which you yield compliance ; and neither the subtlety of the interested, m0! 
the fears of the deluded, will warp you from the high and honourable ground you 
have taken, Had the pure Representative System beer established, would those 
disgraceful and inhuman scenes which occurred on the memorable 16th of August 
1819, have been perpetrated? Would those, whe feasting in luxury ‘on what they 
had drawn from the pockets of the industrious multitude, have been suffered to 
Binge their sabres into the hosom of yourselves, your wives, and children! 

ould the sacred cause of Justice and Liberty have received so severe 4 stab! 
Would your lordly and self-elected junto of petty Magistrates and their servile 
underlings have committed this monstrous butchery had they been dependent 
ape your voices for their election or rejection? The truth is obvious, they 
hd ia farina ve then, F ellow-Citizens, pursue with os git 
said'tis heestens’ 4.) aa - "ef any exertions of yours to be wanted to acces 
a. progress, Submit yourselves to the veto of no man, nor set of men, but 

jin tary me mare their representatives. We admire the steady, a 
pport which you have given and still are giving to that no 
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and intrepid advocate of the people’s rights and liberties, Richard Carlile ; we 
have long considered him as one of the most worthy and honest characters which 
this country could ever boast: and to this honesty, and the manliness he has 
ced, may be attributed those accumulated impositions and robberies which the 
Baileys and the Castlereaghs have imposed upon him. Citizens, it is the duty of 
one and ail to give him that support which his great exertions merit. Behold the 
eirt of tyrannical despotism which hath been manifested against those patriotic 
females, the Wife and Sister of the brave Carlile ; but we need not wonder, for 
they who can commit murder and butcher unoffending people in the streets, are 
wsceptible of committing every species of injustice which can be invented. In 
conclusion, Fellow Citizens, proceed orward im the same bold and patriotic man- 
ner as you have begun, and never sutier your ardour to abate until the glorious 
principles of Representation and Election be extended from the Chief Magistrate 
to the lowest office of the State. In doing which you shall have the approbation 
and assistance of your 

“« Fellow-Citizens, the Republicans of Leeds, 

‘* On their behalf, 
“ JAMES WATSON,” 


evin 


After the letter was concluded, he observed, “ Citizens, the letter 
which I have just read to you is a proof that the Republicans of Leeds 
are feclingly alive to every movement in the cause to which they are so 
ereat an ornament. Their exertions ought to stimulate us to a further 
progress, and make us display a more formidable attitude than we have 
hitherto done against the corruptions of Churcli and State. Tyranny 
hath attained such a pitch of retinement, hath rendered the machine of 
Government so complex, that we cannot repair it by adding a wheel or 
replacing a pulley. ‘To get rid of the destructive combination, we must 
take our stand upon the everlasting rock of sound principles, and by one 
powerful effort crush it to atoms, or throw it into the shade.” After 
making a few remarks upon the Vice and Constitutional Associations, and 
condemning in very strong terms their nefarious conduct, he begged leave 
to conclude by proposing the second Resolution. 

Mr. W. H. Myers rose, and after making a few good-humoured ob- 
servations on the Boroughmongers’ Debt, proposed the third Resolution, 
which was warmly received by the company assembled. 

Mr. Nasesy spoke to the tollowing effect :— 

ag I acknowledge I feel myself unable, and my weak abilities insufficient to 
address you on the present important occasion, but when I consider that it is my 
duty, and not only mine, but the duty of every man to come forward to defend 
and to support liberty against oppression, truth against falsehood, reason against 
dark superstition, and free discussion in preference fo wearing the padlock upon 
our mouths, J confess I cannot be silent, 7s those thoughts otight to stimulate any 
man or every man to action, and rouse him with all his powers to step forward 
and assist the brave Carliles. Numerous have been the Public Meetings called in 
this town, and varions their objects, but I am of opinion, that no public principle 
advocated: at any one of them would prove an effectual or radical cure for all ex- 
isting abuses. Annual Parliaments, Universal Suffrage, and Election by Ballot, 
80 far as it extends its universality, is very good, but then when we find its most 
mr advocates admit the continuation of those evils which have in reality 
= the cause of our present distress, viz. the unity of Church and State, we 
a hot confine ourselves to such views. The man that cries out, “ Let us have 

20use of Lords,”’ may also add, *‘ Let us have a multitude of Parsons and 

nests, that they may preach passive obedience and non-resistance, and frigiiten 
© people into slaves,” 

ahs Sem ask, Has not'the doctrine of passive obedience and non-resistance 
en oo the pockets of our fellow-countrymen their money ? Has not that 

ySeen expended in crushing and destroying the liberties of mankind and 
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enabling the despots of the earth to sway their iron seeptres more ‘effectual! 

a fallen and degraded world? Does not the interest of that money sonia re 
annual taxation, and-does not that taxation create our present miseries ? mg 
then, admit the continuation of such diabolical evils? I do not intend to s is 
man has not a right to have a Parson or a Priest, if he chooses. Let eae 
them. Iam one of those who possess more liberality in my breast than to hj re 
man in matter of opinion against his inclination. I well know, sa 


A man convinced against his will 
Is of the same opinion still. 


But I will say, let him who wants a Parson or Priest maintain them himself: | 
him support them in idleness ; let him adorn them in gaieties ; let him saborte 
his money so that his Parson, Priest, or Preacher, may be enabled to remit hi 
thousands and his tens of thousands to the Funds ; let him be enabled to br : 
up his children at the first schools of learning, his wife decorated in silks ahi 
the poor dupe of a payer is destitute of the common necessaries of life his 
wife and children clothed in rags, and unable himself to send his tities G 
school. I say, let him pursue this course of conduct if he chooses, but a 
will curse him for his folly ; and I am constrained to exclaim, that man maak 
a — sense ere he can become a proficient in the school 
ristianity. » or most of us, who constitute this assembly, have been 
what is erroneously or unthinkingly termed Radical Reformers ; but neither us 
nor any other set of men are entitled to that term until we become Re vublicans, 
bomen any other principle short of wa pe principles would a prove a 
Sonate existing corruptions. t may be true it would fill the House of 
presentatives chosen by the universal voice of the people, but 
then if another body of men be invested with the power to choose the Mai trates 
and Judges, and the Executive of the Law, then that suffrage ‘is not wa ‘ s 
whereas the Republican principle will not onl y admit the sited voice of te 
people in sending Representatives to make the law, but it will lve ther id 
a their own Magistrates or Executives of the ‘Law in eeey sade, and also , 
Aeai ve ne * an or a my 7 unjustly, and replace others more honest 
Pon ge gv yatta a“ per are been admirers of the actions and con- 
thy at mnt Me a y; os Hunt, and I still trust, and charitably 
ag aoa mgs pee ea hapa ut still admires his actions and conduct, as 
partie tbat t ) esteem : but when he recommends funds to be 
ar to the Northern Union, the object of which i for indi 
vidual benefit than for the general good f ] Wr Pe ices. I am of opie 
deat 20 Nigel edaded good of the cause of Liberty. I am of opinion 
al-minded man can supportit. Call ye it liberality to establish fund 
and lay up in reserve against some fut ime | > me fer saaret ge 
dis tae th dies cot ccs uture time for one man, while others who 
and rot in prison for want of mon ‘te wa destroying Corruption, mav languish 
spleen, and the supporters of mack § Tee” their fines : Nay, rather call it party 
dation. The object we have now bef les will sink into insignificance and degre 
fe not te fll the ‘ efore us is one of a more honourable nature; 
pockets of Carlile with y j »stablish 
{iin ‘to ptichiee & stat in Parliament's hag No. It is not to establis 
to send him into bad company Our bie him, No. We respect him too much 
sist biim to liberate himself from the fance of Liv ond coe ean nad bring bin 
into the field of batt! angs of his and our enemies, and bring bia 
vt j tle, that he may again en : -rants with equal 
ae Ne ae more success than ever.” ncounter with tyrants with equ 
r. Nase ; 
phen ef Nei by moving the fourth Resolution. 
a th Resolution was proposed and de 
reseed the Meeting as follows +. po and agreed to, Mr. Moore 4 


“ M Friends, F ll Ce 
& most laportant uaa Rr and Fellow-Sufferers—We are met together™ 


speedy mean : 

bumas race. pode me ‘ worthy man from the fangs of the enemies of t 

him amount to no less t} inform you, that the fines that are unjustly imposed up 

loathsome prison phan: £1500, and until that is paid he must remain in & 
, 0 trust I need not inform you, that it is the duty of every 


; itis for the purpose of devising the best and most 
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> vonest man and lover of his suffering country, to come forward with an undaunted 

iit and contribute towards his redemption and the redemption of all that shall ) 

Aly over ‘p after fall into the same unjust hands for promulgating what? For promul- 

tute ogy ye the intrinsic rights of human beings. My Friends, [ hope you have all \ 

Why, — articular notice of the Resolutions, for in them is contained your rights 
Say that ” je happiness ; in them is contained the resolve, that a Representative Sys- 
_— al of Government can alone give us substantial freedom, and nothing short of 


bind a hat will ever destroy those mighty evils that we and our mistaken forefathers 

we laboured under for numberless ages. We have long talked of a Reform in 
the Commons’ House of Parliament; we have long raved about cur constitutional 
rights; but would such a Reform redress our mighty grievances ? W ould it stem 
the torrent that overwhelms us? Would it destroy the fountain of Corruption, and 


If let arrest its deadly streams ? No, no, it would not, nor do I see that it would be of 

bscribe any real advantage to Britain’s insulted slaves. And what are our constitutional 

mit his richts?. L ask the question, for I know not, neither do I know what the British 

> bring Constitution is. A real or just Constitution is a code of laws emanating from the 

While HR people, and I do not find that ever such a code existed in this country, and if not 

isom [i here, never was a Constitution or compact among the people. But the insolent 

ren to few have always made slaves of the many, and have made laws just to answer 

sterity their own purposes. What is the Bill of Rights that we have boasted so much 

st bea of? Was it ever of the least advantage to the slave? Never. What was Magna 

school > Charta that we have so often said our forefathers bled to establish? If they did, 

- been » they bled for no real advantage to themselves or to us, since the contest was only 

1eT Us, between the irritated Barons and the Chief Tyrant; and at the end of all, both 

cans the Baron and the Chief Tyrant combined to oppress the foolish and superstitious 

ure 8 slaves. Our forefathers had no better idea of the just and natural rights of man 

use of than the child in its cradle. They were taught to believe in the divine right of 

e» but | Kings, and it plainly appears from history that any usurper had nothing more to 

trates _ do than to persuade them that he was the right heir to the Crown by divine ap- , 
ersal : | pointment, and they would contend for him till the earth was fertilized with the ) 
of the | blood of thousands. It is not the exploits of our forefathers that we have to look | | 
es | to for an example, nor is it the exploits of any man—it is Nature that we have to H 
Is0 to | look to for good and wholesome laws; she offers her bounties to all without ex- -, | 
ones ception; she is no respecter of persons; her stores are inexhaustible ; her lan- ,* 
con- 


guage is universal, but it is conditional; she invites all to partake of her stores 


tably that are willing to labour, and never meant that the weaker of the same species t 
ct, as should be the prey of the stronger. But be assured of this, as long as we are oy 
oe governed and tyrannized over in the manner that we and our forefathers have og 
indi been, we shall never be better; and any man that boldly steps forward and com- i 
— _ bats corruption in all its bearings and various divections, is entitled to our first i 
ands, _ cate and chief support, and J am able to maintain in the face of millions, that a 
who none have done it so effectually as the incarcerated Richard Carlile ; and I can- at) 
guish not doubt but you will agree in the above sentiments, and form societies for the Me 
mh, purpose of redeeming such an ornament of civil society from the lawless fangs of Hie 
.. his and our tyrannical oppressors.” bl id 
lish | Mr. Moore made some observations upon-the Spencean system, and ie 
ch Je Moved some Resolutions in accord with it, but-it was negatived as irrele- td 
oi vant to the business of the Meeting. | ii 
him Mr. Campion rose, and after making a few remarks on the utility of cir- aM 
qual culating liberal publications, concluded by proposing the sixth Resolution. iF 
er Resolutions were put and carried without a dissenting voice, the ve 
whole of which are as follow : 4 
ads : 1. That this Meeting taking into consideration the conduct of that indefatigable A itll 
Pim of Universal Liberty, Mr. Richard Carlile, do declare it to be productive BR as 
ron an good ; ‘that he is unjustly incarcerated in a prison, for the promulgation ti nih 
vost Me ose principles, the open avowal of which, is the pride of every conscientious PH 
the an, of, and searcher after, Truth, and towards’ which incarceration, the voice of Pha 
hs — (the only competent authority) was not in the smallest degree con- Hh 
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9. That we exclaim against all In , ‘ ' clai ine they 
morality and to make mankind happy, = as - h o ANT BZAlNst thy 
Society styling ‘iself “ The Society for = : uppression ry) ICE,” a8 We are pe 
tain it was instituted only to put down all free discussion, and to suppress Ving 
and Truth, and to aid and assist all superstitious ideas that have kept mens 
darkness, poverty, and misery for numberless ages. 

8 That we look with abhorrence and just indignation upon that unnaty, 
monster called the Nation’s Debt, and do truly and solemnly declare, that it j 
not our debt, for we never contracted it, and It 1s impossible that OUL Represos, 
tatives could have done it, for we have none; so it necessarily follows, that js 84 


gross forgery upon Us, ond upon those incontrovertible grounds, we disown jg 


all intents and purposes. 

4, That we look upon it as a duty that we owe to ourselves and to posterity, t 
assist and support all those that are incarcerated in dungeons for propagating 2 
Representative System of Government, and as none have done It so effe ctually a 
Mr. Richard Carlile, neither have any been fined in the. like manner, therefore w: 
consider ourselves in duty bound to assist him and his family until they are out of 
the hands of their enemies; for their enemies are our enemies, their cause is oy 
cause, and the cause of all who are robbed and plundered by a tribe of locus 
who are living in idleness, luxury, and extravagance, upon the fruits of the labour 
of an insulted and much injured people. 

h. That the Meeting is well aware that no Reform can be availing to us, bu 
such as will enable the People not only to choose their own Representatives in 
Parliament, but the Magistrates and Judges, together with every one that holds 
any public place in the State, whether high or low, and that all the various offices » 
chosen hy the People, ought to be accountable to the People for their condue, 
and to look upon themselves to be just what they are, viz. the servants of the 
People. 

6. That for the purpose of extending general knowledge among the body of the 
People, as a sure means of leading tiem to correct opinions, we form ourselves 
into Societies upon the plan of the. Miles Platting Reading Society, to mee 
weekly, and each Member to contribute what he can conveniently spare, towards 
the purchasing of any liberal publication he may desire, that when there is sufh- 
cient money in the funds to purchase a book, the choice of some one Member, 
that it be then purchased, and remain in the Society, forall or any of the Mea- 
bers to read by turns, that one Month after the Member hath paid the amount 
of the book purchased, it be considered private property, avd he may withdnas 
1t from the Society. 7 | 

7. That a Subscription be enfered into immediately for the purpose of nabling 
Mr. Carlile to liquidate his finé’, and that books be left open to receive subscrip 
ase at the following places, namely, James Wheeler, Bookseller, No, 3, Cotton 
Street; George Leigh Street; Citizen John Bottomley, No. 7, Allam Street; 
Samuel Booth, Shoemaker, Pin Mill: John Gratrix, No. 176, Dean’s Gate; 
George Longbottom, No. 7, Barrow Street, Old Field Lane; James Wroe, Boob 
seller, Great Ancoat Street; Joseph Tilford, No. 27, Silk Street ; Wm. Walker, 
No. 3, Back Piccadilly ; Wim. Winstanley, No. 12, Kay’s Yard, Miles Platting. 

ly person desirous of forwarding the above object, will be supplied with Ken 
by apply mg to the Committee, 9, Back Piccadilly. 

Joseph he tuanks of this Meeting, be given to our worthy Townsman, Mt 

9. That the thanks of this Meetit the cause of Universal Liberty. Joseph 
Rhodes, and all the im w : eeting are due, and pty Renee Eres, tO | 

s, : prisoned Shopmen of Mr. Carlile. . 
_ 10. That the thanks of this Meeting be given to Mr. James Whicelet for lus 
impartial conduct in the Chair. r 


Pace ard returned his sincere thanks to the Com any for the honour 
the cause yy ke er him, and assured them that he should support 
which he kc ‘Riversal Liberty as long as he existed, he then read a letter 
with Vas Just receiy ed from Mr. Wim. Perry, of Stockport, which met 
approbation of the Company. The following is « Copy: 
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To Mr. J. Wheeler, and the other Gentlemen assembled at the Manchester Meeting , 
called for the purpose of devising and adopting the best and most effectual Method 
of supporling that intrepid Champion of Lree Discussion, Mr. Richard Carlile. 


« Gentlemen—It gives me great pleasure to iind that the spirit of euguiry is 
“1 such progress amongst you in Manchester, as to lave enabled vou to call a 
Public Meoting for so praiseworthy a purpose as that in which \ ou are so | vuda- 
bly engaged. Free discussion is the first thing that must enable us to adopt such 
imeasures as may be conducive to our future welfare and happiness ; and without 
wich discussion we must be competicd to submit to the chains of I'yranny and 

iperstition. Our oppressors being aware of this, have exerted themselves to 
their utmost to put a stop to it, but the courage and intrepidity of that maliciously 
norsecuted friend to Liberty, Truth, and Justice, Mr. Richard Carlile, has baffled 
| their infernal machinations. ‘That bright laminary, Trurn, continues to ex- 
pand its irresistible rays over the mind of man, an 1 shall a handful of tyrants put 
a stop to it? No, they cannot, nor shall not. When men boldly step forward to 


* 
4 


support the right of free discussion, and the iron arm of Oppression imprisons, 
fines, and robs such as advocate so noble a principle, it is the bounden duty of 
every one possessing such principie to step forward and assist him to the utmost 
of his ability. There are many in easy circumstances, both in this town (Stock- 
port) and Manchester, who profess to believe the same both in politics and reli- 
vion as Mr. Carlile dues—to such I say, your professions are like the sound of 
Liberty in England, an empty name ; while you keep your purse-strings so close, 
you can pay to religious Societies of all denominations, and Bible Societies, and 
every other Society that is established for the purpose of biindfolding the people, 
merely because it is fashionable. Now, suppose you was to step forward and 
appropriate ove year’s subscription that you give to such idolatrous Societies, for 
the parpose of assisting to discharge the unjust and villainous fines imposed on 
Mr. Carlile and family. Do you not think tiat you would receive more real sa- 
tisfaction from such an act of common justice than you have received from all the 
jrayers of ail the black-coated and white-cravated pulpit or tub-thumpers in the 
whole course of your lives? T think you would; at least, be persuaded and try 
for once, give it a fair trial, and then if you do not like it, you know you can 
eave it, and return to your prayers again. Gentlemen, it would have given me 
more real pleasure had ‘it been in my power to have attended personall®, but my 
‘ituation will not permit. With best wishes that your exertions may be crowned 
with that success such an undertaking merits, 
‘Ll remain, Gent!emen, most respectfully yours, 


“ Stockport, May 30, 1822. “« WILLIAM PERRY.” 


The Meeting then broke up. 





Tur Republicans of Manchester intend doing themselves the honour to 
line together on the 4th day of July, to celebrate the Anniversary of the 
Declaration of Independence in the United States of America. Dinner 
will be prepared in I tatee room opposite No. 14, Back Mill-street. Tick- 
ets may be had at all the above mentioned places, where subscriptions are 
received for Mr. Carlile. 

As the Declaration of Independence by the United States of America 
Was the first step towards the establishment of a real Representative Sys- 
tem of Goy ernment, it is considered a matter worthy the annual celebra- 
ton of every Republican, or advocate for a Representative System of 
overnment in preference to the odious and misery-begetting tyrannies 
a have hitherto infested and corrupted the haman race. This A nniver- 
sary ia particularly worthy of being noticed in this way in the present year, 
~,t pursuance of the same disposition, the inhabitafits of the United 
“tes of North America have ackuowledged the independence and frater- 
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nized with their fellow 
world the important exampl 
iction that they will so rise, 


the earth. 


Republicans in the South ; thus exhibiting to th 
e that Republics can rise, and the importay; 
over the falling and rejected monarchies of 
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THE CREED OF THE BOROUGHMONGERS, 


(From a Correspondent. } 





Upon these Anniversaries :—The Independence of the United Stats 
of America; the Revolution of France; the Independence of Sain 
Domingo, of Paraguay, of Chili, of Venezuela, of Peru, of Mexico, 
and of Brazil, and of the Freedom of Spain, of Portugal, and of 
Greece ;—shall be sung or said at Public Meetings, and [rivate Par. 
ties, instead of the obsolete exploded sophistry, and humbug, luther. 
to predominant; this confession of our Boroughmongers Fuith, cal. 
led the Creed of the Boroughmongers, by the Chairman, (if any) and 
the Meeting or Company standing. 


Pro bono publico. 


Whosoever will be saved from slavery: before all things it is te- 
cessary that he hold the Boroughmongers’ Faith. 

Which Faith, except every one do keep whole and undefiled : 
without doubt, he shall sink and perish in slavery, contempt and tile 
sery everlasting. ; 

And the Boroughmongers Faith is this: that we acknowledge ot 
Government in Heptarchy, and Heptarchy in Unity. 

Neither confounding the powers: nor dividing the identity. For 
there is one power of the Boroughmongering Oligarchy ; another 0 
the Dominant Clergy; another of the host of Lawyers ; another of the 
Boroughmongers’ Bank, Debt and Paper Currency ; another of the 
my nad of Tax, Tythe and Rate Collectors; another of the Omnipt- 
sent Espionage Police ; and another of the Boroughmongers’ standing 
Army, 4 
But the Governmentof the Boroughmougering Oligarchy; of the De 
ye Clergy ; of the host of Posmay of the i onahenongees Banh, 
a and Paper Currency; of the myriad of. Tax, Tithe, and Rate 
re “si of the Omnipresent Espionage Police; and of the » 
eee sain Army, is all one: the Villainy equal, 

— the Boroughmongering Oligarchy is; such is the Doma! 

ae a corey is the host of Lawyers; such is the Boroughmonst® 
and Rate Cane Per Currency ; such is the myriad of Tax, Tile 

oHectors ; such is the Omni Espionage Police; #” 
such is the Boroys ahipresent Espionage 
roughmongers Standing Army. 
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The Boroughmongering Oligarchy is a Despotism ; the Dominant 
Clergy is a Despotism ; the host of Lawyers is a Despotism; the Bo- 
roughmongers’ Bank, Debt, and Paper Currency are a Despotism ; 
the inyriad of Tax, Tithe, and Rate Collectors is a Despotism ; the 
Omnipresent Espionage Police is a Despotism; and the Borough- 
mongers’ Standing Army is a Despotism. 

The Boroughmongering Oligarchy is Inexorable ; the Dominant 
Clergy is Inexorable; the host of Lawyers is Inexorable ; the Borough- 
mongers’ Bank, Debt and Paper Currency are Inexorable; the myriad 
of Tax, Tithe, and Rate Collectors is Inexorable; the Omnipresent 
Espionage Police is Inexorable; and the Boroughmongers’ Standing 
Army is Inexorable. 

The Boroughmongering Oligarchy is Insatiable; the Dominant 
Clergy is Insatiable; the host of Lawyers is Insatiable; the Bo- 
roughmongers’ Bank, Debt, and Paper Currency are Insatiable; the 
myriad of Tax, Tithe, and Rate Collectors are Insatiable ; the Om- 
nipresent Espionage Police is Insatiable ; and the Boroughmongers’ 
Standing Army is Insatiable, 

And yet there are not seven Insatiables: but one Insatiable. 

As also there are not seven Inexorables, nor seven Despotisms : 
but one Despotism, and one Inexorable. 

So likewise the Boroughmongering Oligarchy is Hideous; the Do- 
minant Clergy is Hideous; the host of Lawyers is Hideeus; the Bo- 
routhmongers’ Bank, Debt, and Paper Currency are Hideous; the 
myriad of Tax, Tithe, and Rate Collectors is Hideous ; the Omni- 
present Espionage Police is Hideous; and the Boroughmongers’ 
Standing Army is Hideous, 

And yet they are not seven Hideous: but one Hideous, 

So the Boroughmongering Oligarchy is Execrable; the Dominant 
Clergy is Execrable; the host of Lawyers is Execrable ; the Borough- 
mongers’ Bank, Debt, and Paper Currency are Execrable; the myriad 
of Tax, Tithe, and Kate Collectors is Execrable ; the Omnipresent 
Espionage Police is Execrable; and the Boroughmongers’ Standing 
Army is Execrable. syne de é 

And yet they are not seven Exeerables: but one Execrable. 

So also the Boroughmongering Oligarchy is Horrible; the Domi- 
nant Clergy is Horrible; the host of Lawyers is Horrible; the Bo- 
roughmongers’ Bank, Debt, and Paper Currency are Horrible; the 
inyriad of Tax, Tithe, and Rate Collectors is Horrible ; the Omnipre- 

sent Espionage Police is Horrible; and the Boroughmongers’ Stand- 
ing Army is Horrible. 

And yet not seven Horribles : but one Horrible. 

For, like as we are compelled by the Boroughmongers’ Dictation, 
toobey every Power by itself, as Government and Despotism. 
| So-are we forbidden by the Boroughmongers’ Laws of Libel, to say, 
here are Seven Governments, or seven Despotisms. 

‘The Boroughmongering Oligarchy was made of none, neither cou- 
stituted by the People, but is a Usurpation. 

The: Dominant Clergy is like the Boroughmongeriug Oligarchy, 
neither made, nor constituted by the People, but is a Usurpation. 
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The host of Lawyers, . ; 
ughmongering Oligarchy, and the Don. 


‘ndivisibly from the Boro 

ergy. 7 
po Bank, Debt, and Paper Currency, are nei. 
ther made nor constituted by the People, but are engendered by the 
Trinity in Unity of the Boroughmongering Oligarchy, the Dominaat 
Clergy, and the host of Lawyers. 

The myriad of Tax, Tithe, and Rate Collectors ; the Onnnipresent 
Espionage Police; and the Boroughmongers’ Standing Army ; are uei- 
ther made, nor constituted by the People, but preceeding trom the 
Boroughmongering Oligarchy; the Dominant Clergy; the host of 
Lawyers; and the Boroughmongers’ Bank, Debt, aud Paper Cw. 
rency. 

So there is one Government, not seven Governments: one Usur 
pation, not seven Usurpations: one Despotism, not seven Despo- 
tisms. 

And in this Heptarchy, none is better, or worse than another: 
none is greater, or less than another. 

But the whole Seven Powers, are co-execrable together: and co- 
equal, and co-durable, ‘ 

So that in all things, as is aforesaid: the Unity in Heptarehy, and 
the Heptarchy in Umty ts to be acknwiedged. 

Ue therefore, that will be saved from Slavery, must thus think of 
the Heptarchy. | 

Furthermore, it is necessary to Radical Salvation: that he also 
understand rightly the mystic operation of the Seven Powers. 

For the right Faith is, that we understand and acknowledge, that 
our Government of Seven Powers, is not constituted by the People, 
but is a usurpation and a despotism, 

Usurpation, because not constituted by the People, in their inhe- 
rent, inalienable, social Rights. 

S ese —— Superstition, barbarism, tyranny w 
by ivalesiecn tesa’ Ses, refined, ramified, and mace isresistible 
sg sroughmongers’ Revolution. 

b.. ane se and perfect despotism, repugnant to reael 
> — its, welfare and happiness of the People of the Empire. 
aa! slabs and aot t the mest wicked cr 
bly preater in craft be pasties» oe pone Bvtory Bron a 
Sabiienidaniot aon an and in the power of enslaving; 

Boch i tee cote ing and plundering the People. 
made, solely for the L ok eae Oligarchy, by which all laws ar 
ment, : plunder of the People and its own agerandise 

Such j ' . 
to a paren “* » Which inculeates faith in — 
plicit submission to all establis! + ona mor 7. pi or 
usurped, thus forging eee ished power, however constituted 
which deludes the multitud riveting the chains of phy sical slaver 
ther life, to the most com € with specious promises of bliss 10 a 

olerable labour and privation, and the me 
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abject servility in this, while it devours their substance and riots on 
their spoil; which, finally, aims the death-blow at the remaining 
hopes and consolations of all who dispute its spiritual or temporal 
authority, by the most absurd, yet horrifying denunciations and 
anathemas, of interminable vengeance, fine and torture, 

éuch is the host of Lawyers, which ensnares the People in a laby- 
nth of unknown, innumerable, unintelligible, vexatious, contradic- 
tory, unjust statutes, ecclesiastical and civil ; of indefinable, arbitrary 
common law; of tedious complex forms, and of legal fiction and 
fraud; of the most selfish and capricious discretionary authority ; 
while it creates or violates precedents ; perverts the laws; delays or 
denies justice; mangles truth; confiscates the property, and incar- 
cerates the persons of the advocates of free discussion and popular 
political rights ; opposes its baleful influence, as an insuperable bul- 
wark against all improvement and-amelioration, and fleeces its en- 
snared victims at ifs pleasure, 

Such are the Boroughmongers’ Bank, Debt, and Paper Currency, 
the grand machinery of unlimited taxation and monopoly, unparal- 
leled in the annals of the world, for enriching, elevating and enno- 
bling the unfeeling, haughty, lazy, luxurious, wasteful, pompous 
few; to the destitution, slavery and misery, of the industrious and 
moral preduetive population ; and to the discrgamization of society, 
by ruining. degrading, and destroying the invaluable middle-class ; 
thas leaving no barrier to uncontroulable despotism, and loading with 
insupportable shack!es ourselves and our posterity, who will curse us 
for our slavish apathy and cowardly submission. 

Sach is the myriad of Tax, Tithe, and Rate Collectors; lke swarm- 
ing masses Of locusts, devouring the produce of the Peoples’ toil, and 
devastating the land, 

Such is the Omnipresent I’spionage Police; a horrid monster of 
seduction, perfidy and atrocity, at once creating the crime and be- 
traying the seduced offender, exciting incessant suspicion and jea- 
lousy, eradicating all confidence between citizen and citizen, and 
bursting asunder the most sacred bonds of society; giving impunity 
to the guilty, and visiting unfortunate truth and patriotisin, with the 
horrors of confiscation, incarceration, and torture. 

Such is the Roroughmongers’ Standing Army; an overwhelming 
phalanx of armed myrmidons, bred in barracks and camps, aloof 
irom the people, aud used for their terror and scourge, and to mas- 
sacre the exasperated, starving multitudes that dare to oppose the 
system, 

This Heptarchy, although individually it is a complete and uhen- 
durable system of-usurpation and tyranny ; yet, 1s collectively and 
essentially, but one perfect, inseparable and unbearable system of 
“surpation, despotism and oppression. 

he; not by principles and modes of action, directly promoting 
ne unity, prosperity, glory and happiness of the empire, but by ag- 
srandizing its numerous individual members, with the most enor- 
mous authority and influence, and the most gorgeous wealth and 
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cplendour, to the ruin and destruction of the indefatigable, Economy, 
cal, intelligent and indispensible middle-class, and to the Most inty, 
lerable labour and privation, and the utter detestation and Misery of 
the inestimable, intelligent, exemplary population. 

One altogether; not by a confessed, heterogeneous COM position 
and arrangement; but by indissoluble unity of interest and depen. 

e. 
ae as the several members of the body, in their natural union, ar 
but one man: so these Seven Powers in unity, are but one system of 
insufferable usurpation, despotism and oppression. 

Which must be demolished for our Radical Salvation, and drivey 
into the hell of infamy and irredeemable destruction, never more ty 
rear its horrible form, and gorge to sickness on the blood and vitak 
of the People. 

Then shall truth be freed from chains and tortures, liberty ascend 
from the tomb, and justice assume the seat of judgement; whence 
she shall judge the despots and destroyers of the people. 

At whose sammons, the usurpers of the public authority and pr. 
perty, shall appear at her bar in their real characters, and shall give 
an account of their own works. 

And they that have acted justly shall enjoy the undisturbed pos- 
session of their fairly-acquired property, their civil and_ political 
rights as citizens, and the popular esteem ; and they that have plui- 
dered and oppressed the people, shall disgorge their plunder, and 
atone for their oppression. 

This is the Boroughmongers’ Faith; which except the great body 
of the People understand, declare, and with unity, perseverance and 
energy act upon, they cannot be saved from slavery. 

Destruction be to the Boroughmongering Oligarchy ; the Dominant 
Clergy; the host of Lawyers; the Boroughmongers’ Bank, Debt, and 
Paper Currency ; the myriad of Tax, Tithe, and Rate Collectors ; the 
Fe aa Espionage Police; and the Boroughmongers’ Standing 

rmy. : 

As it was from the beginning of every society, that self-interest 
was the leading principle of individuals, but under a free, wise, and 
purely Representative System of Government, was identified with the 
public welfare and happiness : so it is now wherever such freedoms 


established, and ever shall be, wherever it reign, time without end. 
Amen! | 





SE 


TO MR. R. CARLILE, DORCHESTER GAOL. 


- 





Kensington, June 15, in the Year of the 
You ute Sr Wa Carpenter’s Wife’s Son, 1822. 
profess to be a creature of necessity, so do J, and to the best 
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What I mean by necessity is, that man has no free will of his 
own, that the body is impelled by the mind and the mind is impel- 
led by events and circumstances, or 10 other words, it is incident 
{ter incident that fashions or prepares the mind, and it is incident 
avain that drives the mind to action, 

“The longest time that I can recollect is from the time I was about 
two or three years of age, when sitting under the tea-table eating 
my bread and butter whilst the remainder of our family were rega- 
ling themselves with their tea, &c. the fire burnt my face and 1 was 
under the necessity of making a move; up I jwuped; down went 
the tea-table, China tea-pot, tea-cups, saucers and all; the pot was 
broke and most of the cups and saucers sheared the same fate. 

Now, Sir, 1 am under the necessity of recollecting that circum- 
stance for a very good reason, which is, that I have not the power 
to forget it, nor do I know how to possess myself of a means of 
gaining a power to forget it. The pot 1 saw broke, and whilst | re- 
tain the use of my faculties, I cannot forget it: but, Sir, | am under 
the necessity of forgetting what | had for my supper the same 
evening as the pot was broke, for another very good reason, which 
is, that I had not the power to recollect what I had, there is cer- 
tainly something very droll in these circumstances, that | am under 
the necessity of recollecting the broken China tea-pot, and I am un- 
der the necessity of forgetting what I had for supper the same 
evening that the tea-pot was broke,—now the way I account for this 
is, the incident of the tea-pot was more calculated to make an im- 
pression upon my mind than was the incident of eating ny supper— 
so much for recollecting and forgetting. 

Again, Sir, Iam under the necessity of believing that I have a pen 
in my hand, for several reasons, which are, I have not the power of 
disbelieving the fact. 1 both see the pen and feel it, and it is the 
sight and feeling of the pen thaf'makes me believe that it is a pen ; 
and it is the sight and feeling of the pen that disempowers me from 
believing to the contrary—so much for believing and disbelieving. 

Again, Sir, | have been under the necessity of writing to you for 
several reasons, which areas follows, you are labouring for the good 
of society, you are suffering imprisonment for the good of society, 
you are now in the act of braving all the prejudices of society, you 
are likely in the end to be of great service to society, and yau cannot 
have any other motive in view but the good of society ; now, Sir, it 
is your circumstances connected with the circumstances of society 
that has impelled me to the act of writing; 1} could never have 
thought of writing to you about public affairs if you had not first 
made yourself a public character, consequently, it is your circum- 
stances connected with the public that has obliged me to write, and 
the quantity I have wrote is just equal to the power or influence that 
your circumstances connected with the public have had over my 
mind and powers of intellect. If your circumstances, &c. had had 
more power over my mind, I should have wrote more, If your cir- 
cumstances, &c. had had less power over my mind, I should have 
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wrote less,—but as it is, this piece of writing Is just what your cir. 
cumstances, &c, are capable of crawing irom a being fashioned ang 
circumstanced in every respect, in mind and circumstances, as | am, 
eo much for actions, who can say that | am not a creature of necus. 
sity. cai 

Well, Sir, a few friends of necessity mn the parishes Of Hammer. 
smith and Kensington have been under the necessity of opening, 
subscription to pay the necessary fines, that your enemies have bee 
under the necessity of imposing upon you by the way of extortion; 
the sum collected for this purpose by this little society of necessaries 
is three pounds six shillings: I wish it bad been wore, but the 
length of our purses upon this occasion has been the dictator to ou 
minds, and we have been under the necessity of beginning upon 
such a footing, as we hope to be under the necessity of continuing 
upon; and I make no doubt but your future exertions will Luspel us 
to the act of subscribing in future just according as events and cir 
cumstances shall dictate, and no otherwise. 

Sir, this little society of necessaries have heard wiih p'easure of 
the safe delivery of Mrs. Carlile of an infant fen.ale; whom you 
have been under the necessity of christening * yourseli: you seem 
to be under the necessity of increasing the number of necessarians by 
all manner of means, whether in prison or out, both by words and 
actions, aud you seem to be decreasing the employment of your ene- 
mies, whether in prison or out, by declining to be robbed by the 
parson: if you goon this way much longer, you will, by necessity, 
drive all the parsons and bishops to the necessity.of going either to 
a jail or workhouse, and then you will drive me to the necessity of 
laughing at them, 

L hope, Sir, you will be under the necessity of communicating to 
Mrs. Carlile and sister the best wishes of this little saciety of neces- 
sariaus, and tell your sister that we shall be under the necessity of 
continuing our subscriptions to the discharge of her fines in the 
Same manner as we are under the necessity of subscribing to the dis- 
charge of-yours until the whole be paid. 

lam, Sir, yours &e. 


A NECESSARIAN. 
To Mr, Richard Carlile, in the hands of the 


Boroughmongers—Dorchester Jail. 





ES 
——e 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE REPUBLICAN. 





SiR, 


As the greater part of my life bas been spent in confined circum- 
stances, I have had but little Opportunity of improving my mind in 
natural philosophy ; and, although I have generally, since the age of 

* Naming, not Christening ; 


: she is never t “hristl or to come 
under the hands of a priest. Enrror 40 dp Pi eainiae 
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had a strong desire to obtain the truth, believing it to be the 
luable ingredient under the sun, and if properly applied the 


= > 
Thus Lshould have continued a slave to superstition, had I not 


P fallen in with * Mirabaud’s System of Nature,’’ which I have read, 


and, in part been studying with a great degree of pleasure and satis- 
‘ 9 - 


fetion; | have read ‘* tlelvetias on the Mind,” and also, ‘ The 


Deist’s Magazine,’ and some little pieces by Erasmus Perkins, all 
which have tended to an enlargment of mind, and affords me a 
larger field for inquiry. But unfortunately my time and opportunity 
is sosmall that my disadvantages are very great, having only one day 
ina week to read, being obliged to work early and late the rest of 
the week. 

The chain of reasoning which Mirabaud makes use of, tends so 
much to prove the sufficiency of nature, to produce the phenomena, 
or the appearances which we behold; independent of any other aid, 
that it appeared to me so just and conclusive, So consistent with rea- 
son and probability, as to make me think it might appear so to 
others of my acquaintance ; I therefore spoke of it to one and to ano- 
ther; after a little conversation, some of them agreed to correspond 
with me upon the subject. [ exchanged letters with two or three of 
ihem, but the first of them soon grew angry almo.t to madness. 
The second was more pleasant and profitable, but for want of time 
and other circumstances, he has not replied to my last. But the 
third, which pretended by his conversation and verbal advice, to be 
the most friendly, has, after a lapse of sixteen or eighteen months, 
neglected to fulfil his promise, made in the most solemn manner, 
assuring me, that if | would write to him on the subject, he would 
reply to the same in the most friendly and candid disposition ; how- 
ever, L immediately wrote to him by way of introducing an inquiry 
into the subject, but so much time has goue by, and he has not yet 
written; his motives for such conduct is best known unto himself, 
I fear it is with him as it is with most others, who love the darkness 
of Superstition rather than the light of “Fruth. -- 

Siuce then | wrote to a Mr. Hickson, of West Smithfield, boot 
and shoemaker; at that time he was Elder of the Society calling 
themselves Freethinking Christians. The first letter Isent him was 
in consequence of what { heard them say one Sunday morning. The 
subject they gave out was, ‘‘ The Immortality of the Human Soul :” 
but they chose to speak to the negative side of the subject, and com- 
pletely shew, both from reason and Scripture, that the human being 
was altogether a material beine. What 1 then wrote was to prove 
to them their inconsistency in holding forth an object of religious 
worship who could not be identified in matter, whom they call God ; 
while the greater part of professing Christians believe Jesus Christ 
to be God, who was himself altogether a material being. To that I 
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had no reply, but in consequence of some desultory CONVETSatigg | 
had with him afterwards, I took upon me to send him a second let. 
ter, founded upon that conversation, giving him a number of ides 
which had occurred to me 1n consequence of some questions he had 
asked in that conversation; and as I desired, so I proposed to enter 
into a disquisition of a subject which stood opposed to the systen, 
of theology, which I am led to consider as SO many systenis of 5, 
perstition, By way of introducing the subject, I proposed the fil 
lowing questions relative to the “ active power in Nature,” First, 
What is that active power—is it an effect produced by an eternal, 
intelligent, divine Being? Or, secondly, is it the cifect of lays 
physically constituted and determined by the essences, properties, 
and qualities of eternal matter, independent of such intelligey 
Being ? 

This letter had the effect to draw from him a short reply, if j 
may be called such—I consider it merely a shufile altogether to get 
rid of the subjeet, and a proof that they, the Freethinking Chis. 
tians so called, are like other Christians, who would much rather 
have a religion founded in fable, sophistry, and falsehood, than 
search to the bottom of things in order to obtain the truth. 

In his reply he charges me with having only assumed my points, 
and says, before he can enter into a disquisition of the subject | 
‘must prove my points, which appears to me to be ridiculous and 
absurd, because if the points were fully proved to the satisfaction of 
both parties, then there would be an end to controversy. However, 
I have answered the charge, and have shewn, that as I have given 
him my opinion, he ought in justice to give me his, in order to shew 
if his opinion will produce a greater consistency with reason and 
probability. To which I have not had any answer. It does not ap- 
pear to me that the Deists are any more consistent with the princ- 
ple of free enquiry than the Christian theologian, for they are 
equally as unwilling to enter into a just and fair disquisition of a 
subject which stands in opposition to theology as the Christian: 
witness the three questions published in ‘“* The Deist’s Magazine,” 
No. VI. p. 136. there recommended to the consideration of the 
honest theologian, either Deist or Christian, A letter also which 
was published in the same Magazine, No. VIII. p. 186. intended as 
an introduction to un inquiry into the consistency or inconsistency 
of the various systems of theology, with reason and probability— 
signed T. B. Levant. 

The above questions, and others of a similar import, I have cil 
culated among hy acquaintances, and they to others, but to very 
little good effect, as I can get but very little real intelligence from 
them. 1 have but very few acquaintance, it is trae, and with re- 
*pect . the sentiments of my mind, as it respects the above ques 

» * Seem to stand almost alone. Mr. Mogeridge, of Somer’s 

Town, and My. Jones, of Fleet Street com a _ those 
, ’ e very near to me on 

pi It is but of late that I have become aequainted with them, 

aud that acquaintance js but slight; however, 1 bave placed some 
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" jative to the same sentiments ; by which | might be enabled to 
4 athe a greater progress in the attainment of truth. Therefore, Sir, 
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» which 1 may be assisted to combat superstition, and triumph in the 
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ce in them, so aS in Some respect to open my mind before 
hey have advised me to write to you, supposing that 


li have the goodness to communicate to me some ideas by 


th, they will be thankfully received by your well-wisher, 


> tru J. B. LEVANT. 


Pp. S. Since writing the above, 1 have been informed that the 
party who have separated from the Society calling themselves Free- 
thinking Christians have adopted an idea of the existence of two 
eternal principles, in order to justify the existence of good and evil, 
consistent with the existence of an eternal, intelligent, perfect. wise, 


and good Being, because, say they, good and evil cannot exist in the 


Divine Mind. 

1, They believe in but one supernatural, eternal, intelligent Be- 
ing, whom they call God. 2. They believe in the existence of eter- 
nal matter, or Nature, through which they pretend to clear the cha- 
racter of the eternal Being they call God from being the author of 
evil, and to shew that he is only the author of good! 

But how they will be able to clear the character of a divine, eter- 
nal, intelligent Being, (and former of the universe, and the beings it 
contains) from the charge of being the author of the evil as well as 
of the good, I cannot conceive; and [ think they must, if they are 
sincere in the pursuit of truth, soon find out their mistake. 

These men talk as though moral virtue, or the social principles, 
could not be acted upon, independent of Christian theology or reli- 
gion; but | believe | can shew that it is independent of all religion, 
that religion is ineffectual to restrain the actions of men when mo- 
tives of present interest are most powerful. 

Mr. Moggridge signified a desire | should send to you the corres- 
pondence | had with one of the Elders of the Society called Free- 
thinking Christians, which, if a correspondence shall be established 
between us, I shall no doubt find a pleasure in so doing. If, Sir, 
you please, Mr. Jones is to be the medium of such correspondence, 





Some Inconsistencies of the Freethinking Christians stated. 


ist. They believe man to be altogether a material being: yet 
they believe him to be the offspring of immateriality ! 

2dly. They believe that Jesus Christ was altogether a material 
being; that he died 1821 years past: yet they believe that he now 
personally lives by the power of immateriality! The power of 
nothing ! 

ddly. They believe that mind is no more than the assemblage of 
thoughts; the very faculty of thinking, and of necessity dependent 
on an external organization of the senses, and external objects: yet 
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shev believe, or say they believe, that there exists a mind that j 
eterual and intelligent, independent of an organic structure of \, 
senses and external objects ! , 
4thly. They believe that intelligence 1s_ of Becessity an acquired 
_ property, through the medium of an organic structure of the StUses: 
if so, then all intelligence must be acquired: yet they believe, g 
say they believe, that intelligence is eternal, and the Arst cause r 
all things ! 

Gentlemen, judge for yourselves, are not these inconsistencies agd 
self-contradictions ? 

N. 5. A person has made an objection to all integcnce being 
acquired, by saying, that ** intelligence is an attribute :” it way b 
attributed or ascribed.to a being or a supposed being capable of ge. 
quiring that property, but to say that intelligence can or does exig 
independent of such capacity, as an attribute, would be Like ascribing 
or attributing wisdom to a stone, or knowledge to an apple, bat why 
would believe it but the most ignorant and deluded amony siankind, 
For the intelligent and well-insiructed would know, that wisdom and 
knowledge were the result of examination and enquiry, study, anda 
good disposition, and that those qualifications are the effects ofa 
perfect organization of the senses and the influence ef external ob- 
jects on the external organs of the body. But to attribute intelli. 
gence, or wisdom, toa stone, or knowledge to an apple, or to auy 
imaginary being that is not tangible, or has not the power of con 
tact, is equally absurd and ridiculous ! 

The Freethinking Christians certainly are more rational and les 
superstitious in their religious profession than other Christians; al 
the same time, they are more or less superstitious and irrational, al. 
though they talk so much about rational religion, calling it rational 
devotion, for while they labour to defend religion, they nuust of ue- 
ceasity be irrational and superstitious, because all religion is merely 
iinaginary and superstition! As to rational devotion, it must be il- 
dependent of religion, for it belongs to the social principles of moral 
virtue, which principles existed long before the various systems af 
theology and religion was manufactured! The Freethinkiug Chiis- 
tians have taken much pains to point out the superstitious aud dog- 
matical doctrines and opinions of others, but, at the same time, they 
have not seen their own, for by their conduct they seem to think 
themselves infallible. But let me tell them what they cannot deny, 
(except they deny their own doctrine) that every being “ is of te- 
cessity,”” What he or she is. And that every religious character is 
also of necessity exacily what a sage of old has said, viz. “ that 
every one is wise in his own eyes, and prudent in his own coucelt.” 
aw by + magia prey each religious body or sect m9 
reat. Ths te - san ~ =" as pha more of the trath than wae 
imaginations ; and eiiisdienan remponvees: iu their ce teria : 
and to be deluded by State cals ufler themselves to be I agen 
and examining latest 2 says (inttendof <impaitially ee 

g ings for themselves, the same necessity must 
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But if we,,as a nation, enjoyed the liberty of a free Press, it 
cht be Soon shewn, that there is not, nor ever was, nor ever will 
ve any such thing as a rational religion ; that rational devotion is 
jt ouea truly patriotic and virtuous disposition of mind, and 
independent of religion ; that true rational devotion is a devotedness 
of the powers of body and mind to the interest of society, and indi- 
vidual interest only as it accords with the general interest. ‘That all 
religious characters are more or less Superstitiogs in their religious 
and in their doctrines dogmatical, their belief being without 
solid evidence 

It will be asked, ** What shall be substituted in the place of reli- 
cion as a safeguard to virtue and the virtuous character?” To 
which I reply, instead of religion, substitute a just and equal legis- 
lation, just and equal laws, not to be evaded by the guilty, be his 
rank, title, or estate whatever it may. ‘hen you will be in a line to 
protect virtue and the virtuous character, against the vicious cha- 


racter and the tyrant ! 


J. B. LEVANT. 





The pages of the Republican are open to any questions 
or disquisitions from Mr. Levant, but the Editor cannot 
attend to any private correspondence upon the subject he 
wishes. If he can afford to purchase a work by Sir Richard 
Phillips, on the Material Phenomena of the Universe, sold 
at half a guinea, he will find all the information he now 
seeks, Mr. Levant is evidently in the path of nature, the 
only path to truth; and all he seems to want, is a few Sci- 
entific displays of the powers of matter and motion: which 
he will find in the abovementioned volume. 

EDITOR. 





TO MR, R, CARLILE, 





Sir, May Sth, 1819. 
1 BoucHT a book called “ the Age of Reason” in January last, andI 
have read it often over, and my opinion is, thatif these books are well 
circulated throughout Europe, churches and chapels will become 
useless, I heard Mr. Brown from Birmingham abusing Mr. Paine 
out of the pulpit in 1805 or 1806, and 1 thought myself that Paine 
was a monster, but now I think he is the friend of mankind; again, 
I remember my mother teaching her children science when I was 
tight years of age, she told us that the earth was flat, and that it 
had four pillars to support it, one under each corner. Pray, sir, send 
‘smany books as youcan to North Wales, that every school may be 
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‘bed with * The Age of Reason,” and let the children, vei, 
ie chilies behold their Creator through the wonders of cua 
I was at Liverpool in 1801,—and L heard Doctor Coke preach, 
and in the midst of his sermon he cried out with all hisymight, Don’ 
you see him, Christ? don’t you see him? don’t you: see him? hy 














we 
when { was at the orreries, | expected Lloyd or Walker to call gy No. 
lustily, when the solar system was In motion, Don’t you see th = 

Creator? Don't you see the Creator ? Don’t you behold the Creator: 
for surely the Creation and Revolution of the Solar Systein, must 4 1 

tonish every human being. 
J. JONES, 
Tue Kine v. S. Wrient. Same vw. Same, 

| 
Mapbam, June 24, 1822, 
Tue above Causes stand for Trial, on Friday the 5th day of July : 
next. _ 
Yours, obediently, 7 ne 
GEORGE PRITCHARD, fri 
Solicitor for the Prosecution, ca 
Mrs. Wright, 22, Tower Street, Westminster Road. 
a 
di 
Mr. Pritchard, and the whole of the Christiau world, sl: 
will have an opportunity on Friday next, of reading the 9 


Trial of “ The Man without a Name.” This .Trial wil 
make the most enthusiastic Christian blush for his religion. 
The literal quotations which will be given in this Trial will 


prove that it far surpasses “ Fanny Hill” in point of ob- 
Scenity. 





The Captives of Giltspur Street, acknowledge the receipt 
of a Shoulder of Mutton from Mr. Townshend, on the 2 


of June, and a Quarter of Lamb, from an unkuown friend, . 
ou the 9th, ) 


Mrs. Holmes gratefully acknowledges the receipt of £l. 
from the Friends of Bevetbea, at the we through 
the hands of Mr. Robinson. 
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